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September 9, Rosh Hashanah, God’s trumpet announced the release of the year 5771—a year of seeing, in a decade of seeing, in a trio of spiritually significant decades.  Anything that is three-fold spiritually is of particular significance.  Thus, these next three decades are of noted importance to the Body of Christ and the world as well.  We are in a decade of Ayin:  The eye or “seeing”.  This will be followed by a decade of Pey:  The mouth or “speaking”; and then a decade of Tsadik:  A hook or “catching”.  These themes will influence our spiritual actions throughout this thirty-year period. 

The year 5771 is the year of Ayin Aleph, which means “see the Highest”.   It will be a year of seeing in highest form or greatest measure.  As such, it is a year of Isaiah 6:1-8.  It is a year to look up and see God in the highest, seated upon His throne.  God is in ultimate control, possessing total power, and reigning over all in majesty and supremacy.  It may seem as if man/Satan has authority over the course of history but only at God’s allowance.  Man and Satan have the power of choice leading to consequence but God determines and is the ultimate source of authority.  This year we will be reminded of that through encounters with God in the highest.  We will begin to see greater demonstrations of His power and magnificence.  Revelations of angels and vistas of heaven will be more frequent.  We will be riveted and awed at glimpses of God’s regality and irresistible reign.  And we will understand more fully that “the whole earth is full of His glory!”
Then what will happen in the moment of such revelation?  Like Isaiah, three things should occur if one’s heart is receptive (absent of pride).  First, as in Isaiah 6:5, we are “undone”.  We realize, compared to  God, our frailty and insufficiency.  Our humanity becomes keenly apparent to us when “our eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts.”  

Second, as in Isaiah 6:6-7, we are sanctified and equipped.  God becomes our sufficiency and source.  Iniquity is broken and sin is purged from us.

Third, as in Isaiah 6:8, if we are willing, we are sent forth changed by the encounter to tell others of God and His mighty kingdom.

This year we are approaching such “days of Isaiah” containing heightened experiences of God in all His glory.  They will be times of awe and will begin to lay a foundation (over a ten-year season) for the next decade of declaring on earth what has been seen in the heavenlies.
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This will also be a year (and decade) of God revealing His rule and “Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven”.  This will continue to be a day of emphasis upon the apostolic.  
Apostle (Strong’s Greek #652):  “An ambassador of the Gospel and commissioner of Christ; sent out with miraculous powers (as Isaiah was sent—and Paul) in witness and demonstration of Christ’s kingdom”.

This year and this decade will see an increasing manifestation of historic prophecies such as this one by John G. Lake:

“I can see as my spirit discerns the future and reaches out to touch the heart of mankind and the desire of God, that there is coming from heaven a new manifestation of the Holy Spirit in power, and that new manifestation will be in sweetness, in love, in tenderness, and in the power of the Spirit, beyond anything your heart or mine ever saw.   The very lightning of God will flash through men’s souls.  The sons of God will meet the sons of darkness and prevail.”

This will be a year of Matthew 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”  The more one receives the ministry of the “coal from the altar”, the more one will see God; the more the “lightning of God” will flash through your soul, illuminating Himself over you.

All of this God will begin to do this year.  However, for those who will not receive His authority and submit to His rule, it will begin to be a very different type of “Isaiah’s Days”.  There is a spirit of Belial at work in the earth.  It fosters lawlessness, rebellion and wickedness.  It brings a people to the point of Isaiah 8:1-10, “Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz:  Speed the spoil and hasten the booty.”  Rebellion against God’s covering along with wickedness done before him will bring a people to the “plundering” of their goods.  America is beginning to experience measures of such consequence.  It will continue to do so unless we look up and see and acknowledge God’s sovereignty.  As we have said before, three great sins by a people bring God’s judgment.  These are homosexuality (Sodomy), abortion and mistreatment of Israel.  America is guilty of all three and we must look up to Him upon the throne, repent and hopefully avoid “plundering”.  Pray for us all to develop pure hearts and opened eyes this year.

Pool of Outpouring

In 5771, the King will meet us at “Bethesda”.  In Hebrew, “Beth Eshda” means “place of outpouring” or “House of grace”.  At this place, spiritually,  we will have John 5 encounters with the King.  In the place of outpouring we will look up from places of defeat, infirmity, and hopelessness and see Jesus ready as Healer and Deliverer.  As we “look up and see”, it will mandate a response.  Much of the church has been waiting too long in self-pity for an angel to “trouble the water”.
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“Trouble” in Hebrew is Tarraso (Strong’s 5015).  It means to unsettle, stir up, agitate, disturb, upheaval in spirit; mental agitation by fear and perplexity; confusion resulting from false doctrine”.

Many in the Body of Christ have lain inactive, as a result of affliction, beside God’s restoring pool.  This has resulted in demonic oppression bringing about emotional upheaval, mental anguish, and even doctrinal confusion to the point of being rendered helpless.  They wait for a miraculous “troubling” of restorative waters to change their condition.  Instead, they look up to see the Lord of the waters, Jesus, standing over them.  Rather than put them in the waters He reveals to them the “house of grace”.  Entry requires a response to a question and a command.  First, “Do you want to be made well?”  Do you want to be changed and empowered and not just healed?  Do you want restoration or just relief?
Second, comes a command (if you answer in the affirmative), “Rise, take up your bed and walk.”  Stop waiting on a supernatural occurrence (requiring no action on your part); believe in the Lord over the house of grace; and step into your healing (and destiny).

Beside “pools” throughout the Body of Christ, for years, have lain the blind, the lame, and the paralyzed (withered/atrophied).  They need to see the King of Grace and be “troubled” (confronted) by Him to “stand and walk”.

Beside the pool of paralysis and blindness the Lord of the tabernacle of grace will appear in 5771 to trouble the “waters” (spirit) of those lying there.  It is a season to see Him and get up!

As a note, the root of the word “Tarraso” (trouble) is “Tzur”.  It is the same word as the work for “rock” in Hebrew. This reminds us that we can see our trouble or see our Rock (Jesus), the answer to our trouble.  By grace we can lay hold of Him in times of trouble and rise up from the midst of them to victory and empowerment through Him.  He is “Vetzur Chevli”—the rock of my struggle, “Be’et Tzara”—in time of trouble.  Look to Him in this year of highest seeking.
Eyes to See

5771 will be, for those who are open, a year of “Balaam’s change”.  As Isaiah experienced, a vision of God in all His splendor can change you forever.  Balaam discovered the same thing.  Sent to curse the people of God, instead Balaam encountered the might and majesty of God and was changed forever.  He discovered that, “The Lord his God is with him (Israel) and the shout of a King (God) is among them”.  

On assignment to speak evil over God’s people, he encounters the King over all
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Kings and declares instead, “How shall I curse who God has not cursed?  And how shall I denounce whom the Lord has not denounced? . . . God is not a man that He should lie, nor a son of man that He should repent.  Has He said, and will He not do it?  Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?”
As a result of Balaam’s experience with God and seeing His power over His people, Balaam’s life was changed forever.  He thus declared, “The utterance of Balaam the son of Beor, the utterance of the man whose eyes are opened, the utterance of him who hears the words of God, who sees the vision of the Almighty, who falls down with eyes wide open” (Numbers 24:3-4).

This year, many who are skeptical of, hostile toward, or intend evil to God’s kingdom will be shown a vision of Him that will forever change their life.  In the 1800’s, John Newton, a former slave trader wrote these words about his encounter with “The Lord, high and lifted up”:  “Amazing grace!  How sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!  I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see”.  In 5771, and subsequent years of this decade, Balaams and John Newtons will see and be changed.
On Damascus Road

Along with believers seeing and being sent, and Balaams and John Newtons perceiving God’s power and authority, 5771 will be a year of “Damascus Road Encounters”.  Many Sauls, persecutors of God’s people, will roar down their Damascus Road “Breathing threats and Murder” against disciples of the Lord.  Midway they, like Saul, will run into the Lord of Light—Jesus.  They will tremble and be astonished as the reality of the Lordship of Christ breaks into their finite world.  Their natural sight will dim as the vision of King Jesus takes precedent in their immediate consciousness.  As the truth of their persecution and its effect is made apparent to them they will be “undone” as Isaiah and “fall down” like  Balaam and Saul.  Before the Light of Almighty God, they will be convicted and when they arise, with spiritual eyes wide open, they will never be the same.

A Micah Season
We are in a “Micah” season.  As in the days of Micah, our nation’s leaders are “guilty of failing to reflect the fear of God in their responsibility.  Social injustice prevails and holiness in everyday living is lacking” (Amplified Bible intro to Micah).  “Short measures” and “Deceitful weights” (Micah 6:10-11) are used in abundance.  Foreclosures abound in record-breaking numbers (2:1-2).  Our land is defiled by sinfulness and so-called prophetic church leaders who tickle the ears of their followers (2:10-11; 3:11).  Those who resist them experience their vengeance (3:5).  
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The “transgression of Jacob” (1:5) in our nation is the influence of Socialism, replete with sexual perversion (Jezebel’s influence: 5:12), child sacrifice (Molech), and lack of support for Israel (Leviathan and Behemoth principalities).  We must acknowledge that our suffering is due to our nation’s sinful state—primarily idolatry and injustice—and call on “The Breaker” to deliver us (2:13).  Our response as people of God is condensed to three main commands: (6:8)

1.  Remain just in all you do.

2.  Cherish kindness and mercy.

3.  Commit yourself to live in humble submission to your God.   

God first exposes, then expects a proper response.  When our response is humility, Godly sorrow and repentance, we will then see judgment come upon the unrighteous and justice upon the righteous (2:3, 7; 3:11; 4:3).  I hear the Lord saying there will be many “arrests” made this year.   To arrest is to “stop, check, slow, make inactive, seize, capture, to take into custody by the law”.
Our actions should reflect our repentant heart (on behalf of our nation).  Intense intercession coupled with fasting, making our voices heard, and proper choices (like voting your convictions) must be the order of the day.  The worst response is no response.  Resist apathy and discouragement at every turn.  There is much damage to undo.  Change will not come quickly or easily.  Beware premature victories.  Reversal, at best, will be painfully slow and laborious.  Do not grow faint of heart or weary in well-doing.  The involvement of the Body of Christ (in the natural and spiritual) is crucial. 
Yet, we are not without hope.  In Micah 7:18-19, we read that, “He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in mercy.  He will again have compassion on us” if we turn from sin and return to the Lord.  Micah 7:15 says that, “As in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt, I will show them wonders”.  I hear the Lord say that the year 5771 will be a year of wonders; wonder-filled; a wonder, a wonder, a wonderful wonder.  There will be signs and wonders (marvel, miracle, astonishment).  The word  denotes rapt attention or astonishment at something awesomely mysterious or new to one’s experience—something far beyond anything previously known or experienced.
“Fits and Starts”

This will be a year of “fits and starts” in our nation’s government.  It is like someone trying to drive a stick shift for the first time.  Letting the clutch out too soon results in a short burst followed by a complete stop.  It’s also likened to riding a bucking bronco—hard to hold onto and  jerks you all over the place.  America is used to “putting the pedal to the metal” so this new way of transport 
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will frustrate many.  The “bursts” will give hope but will often be short-lived.  Due to the strong partisan element in our government, one group controls the clutch and the other controls the gas.  There is no coordination—no coordinated effort.  “Steering” is forgotten during the desperate attempt to just move forward somehow.   As one pushes in/presses, the other must ease off in order for there to be forward motion.  There will be some “coasting” but  even it will also be short-lived.

As in an 18-wheeler, the United States must change gears/shift repeatedly in the days ahead.  The “load” we are carrying is very weighty and we will be forced to haul it uphill. 
Keep your eyes on Iraq now that the U.S. has withdrawn our troops, protection and support.  Their unstable, yet unformed government is vulnerable.  Pray that their hard-won freedom will not be lost.
Valley of Decision
5771, with a national election immediately upon us, begins in the valley of decision.  We have been traversing steadily into it for several years and we now stand in its depths.  This pivotal election will determine the course of our nation for years to come.  Our choice, if it be in opposition to God’s rule, may set us on an irreversible course.

The pride and disdain for God of national leadership, as we prophesied last year, have sent their “ship” of self-will into depths that are beginning to crush its “bulk heads”.  The prayers of God’s people are creating opportunities for choice that could bring revival and reversal of a national progression toward the consequences of humanistic tolerance.  This election will determine the continuance of this “reversal”.  It is a crucial “Shechem moment”.   God is saying, “How long will you waver between two opinions?  If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal (is God), follow Him.”  It is a day to, as Joshua declared, to “Choose you this day whom you will serve”.  We cannot waver any longer.  The increase and influence of ungodliness/lawlessness (Belial) in this day mandates choice and action.
To be clear as to our national condition, we offer this summation.  In keeping with recent prophecies we have released, a relentless, insidious octopus of evil continues to expand its tentacles (though much more slowly and laboriously due to Christian opposition) over the areas of business/economy, health, government, media, religion, education, military/defense, and diplomacy/state.  Spiritual winds of seduction, apathy, lethargy, denial, sensuality, beguilement, deception, and humanism are still blowing over our land.  We must awaken and watch against their affects.   
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Their intent is DESPOTISM led by a:

Devious

Evasive

Serpentine

President

Obscuring

Truth

Wicked Belial is providing power to these winds that provide power to leadership.  National political puppets are dancing on seductive and destructive strings.  It is time (past time!) to cut the strings.

Should we choose God’s way, keep in mind that upon defeat, Belial’s forces will not “go gently into that good night”.  They will “rage, rage, against the dying of the light”.  It will be a day of Revelation 12:12, “Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea!  For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.”

Don’t be caught off guard by the shrieking and howling of Asmodeus as his schemes are exposed and power is torn from his grasp.  As the evil deception’s mask comes off, evil revenge and sabotage will be undertaken.  Evil does not withdraw readily or without attempting retaliation.  Additionally, we see giant cogs and machinery slowing and reversing direction.  This tells us not to expect immediate, total reversal of the effects, consequences and operation of evil.  It has taken years of the accumulated effects of choice combined with sensuality and apathy to cause our current plight.  It will take time to reverse both course and effect upon us.
Even so, prophecies such as this recent one by Apostle Bobbie Jean Merck give us hope and confidence.

“And you will know that you know that the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ will cleanse everything and remove every stain.  And there will be a new purity and a new holiness and a new sanctification in separation coming in this nation.  You just wait and you will see it happen, saith God.  You will begin to see the blue manifest in this nation as you have never seen it before.  You will begin to see the heavenly operate.  For you will begin to see and hear more and more prophets that are going to be taken out of the hidden closets.  And they are not going to prophesy for everybody in the nation to hear.  But they will be as Ezekiel in Ezekiel 37; and they will prophesy to the wind.  And I will take that which is dead and impossible and I will raise it up and cause it to be a mighty army for Me.

And you know that the word  wind there in ‘prophesy to the wind’ literally means that it will give courage and encourage; and give courage and strength

to the military advancer.  And so it shall be.  It shall be that the army of the Lord shall be stronger and stronger and shall begin to see the Lion at work now.  

-7-

You’ve made much of the Lamb and He came as a Lamb; but He is coming now as a Lion.  And He is going with His roar and you will see things that you’ve never seen before.”

The Almighty

As we see into the highest this year it will become a year of El Shaddai, Almighty God.  Psalm 91 says, “He that dwells in the secret place of the most high shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty ( El Shaddai)”.  When we see Him “lifted up” and He sanctifies us and calls us, then we can be sent out covered and abiding under His blessed protection.  “Shadday” in Hebrew (Str. #7706) means:  To be burly; impregnable; powerful.  “Secret” in Hebrew (Str. #5643) is “Cithrah”:  Conceal or hide.  “Shadow” in Hebrew (Str. #6738) is “Tsale”:  To shadow over; shade; obscure.

Thus when we see God as He is revealed upon His throne, we are given access to His tabernacle of habitation.  It is a place where all-powerful God conceals us from evil by the very shadow of His presence.  Thus, we are kept secure from the enemy’s devices and oppression.  Like Abraham, we come into covenant with the King of the universe who keeps us from evil’s effect.  We gain privileged access to His “pavilion” where He will deliver us; answer us; be with us in trouble; and show us salvation throughout a satisfying life.

The year of 2010/5771 will be filled with the presence of El Shaddai for those who see Him, submit to Him, and serve Him.  He in turn will satisfy us.  We will then forever honor Him as in this toast our daughter received by means of a heavenly encounter.  In a vision, she was carried into a banquet hall in heaven.  There an angel at the banquet table raised a cup and led all seated  (including her) in the following:  “To the King, eternal, immortal, invisible, the only true God; be power and honor and glory forever and ever, amen.  Because, through His power He has made all things that are visible out of things that are invisible; calling those things which are not as though they were.”

Year of Seeing and Changing

In summary, this is a year to encounter God in the highest—to look up and see—to be made pure by the experience—to go forth in power.  This is the year of Ayin Aleph, “seeing in the highest” and being forever changed by the experience.  The following prayer by John G. Lake seems so appropriate for this year.  We end this prophetic publication with its admonition.
“My God, we bless The for the ideal of the gospel of Christ which Thou has established in the souls of men through the blessed Holy Ghost.  God, we pray Thee this day that if we have thought lightly of the Spirit of God, if we have had our eyes fixed on outward evidences instead of the inward life, we pray Thee to 
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sweep it away from our souls.

May we this day, God, see indeed that the life of God, His inner life, the true life, God’s holy life, His practical purpose, that from a race of sinful men, saved through the blood of Christ, cleansed by the power of God, cleansed in the inner soul, in every department of their nature, that the Christ-life is to be revealed, and the Lord Jesus through them is to shed forth His glory and life and benediction and peace and power upon the world.  Blessed be Thy precious name.

So my God, we open our nature to heaven today, asking that the Spirit of the living God will thus move in our own soul, that by His grace we shall be so perfectly, truly cleansed  that our nature will be sweet and pure and heavenly and true, so that we can receive from God indeed the blessed sweetness of His pure, holy, heavenly Spirit to reign in us, to rule in us, control us and guide us forevermore.  In Jesus’ name, amen.
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