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On Rosh Hashanah this year (Sept. 19) we launched the Hebrew year 5770.  This is a most significant year as it also initiates a new decade.  In Hebrew, the number 70 corresponds to the Hebrew alphabet letter Ayin.  Ayin is the picture of an eye and means “To see, to understand, and to experience” (Ref: Hebrew Word Pictures, Dr.Frank Seekins).  Therefore, this year and this decade (until 5780) will be a season to see, to understand, and to experience the supernatural kingdom of God.  For the next ten years the overall emphasis in the spirit realm will be on seeing and understanding.  Therefore, God is saying to us now, “Open your eyes”, “Wake up”, “Look around” and “Be Alert”.

This will be a time of not just seeing but also understanding.  We will see and we will know and understand what we see.  In other words, mysteries will be made known.  We will gain understanding of them.  This will be a decade of Issachar (I Chron. 12:32).  Thus it will be a decade to come to know and understand the “times and seasons” spiritually.  It is a ten-year season of “Et” (Strongs’s #6256), Hebrew for “time”.  The word in picture form is Ayin (eye) and Tav (a sign; covenant).  Therefore, Et is “to see the sign” or “to see the covenant”.  These are days “to see the signs of the times” and “to see (return to) the covenant with God”.  All of this is part of the Issachar season.

In an Issachar decade, discernment is increased and prophetic vision sharpens.  It is a season to “come up here and see” (Rev. 4:1).  It is a day of revelatory “doors” in the heavenlies through which the signs of the times are revealed.  It is also a season of intercessory burden-bearing (Gen. 49:14) and a season to “bear one another’s burdens” (Gal. 6:2).  Yet it is a season with a caution regarding burden-bearing.  Genesis 49:15 warns us to beware lest we get too comfortable with or accustomed to the burden and rest in the role of burden-bearing.  Then we may become a “band of slaves”.  Our destiny does not wholly rest in servitude.  It is often easier to just follow and serve earthly masters than to follow Jesus into our destiny as overcomers.  Complacency in a “comfortable” place leaves us vulnerable to fleshly and secular masters who will seek to enslave us for their purposes.

A Trio of Decades

The year of 5770 commences a trilogy of three related decades.  Whereas the 5770’s will be a season of “seeing”, the decade of the 5780’s will be a season of “speaking”.  The decade of the 5790’s will be a time of “catching”.  Eighty (80) corresponds to the Hebrew letter Pey, which is a “mouth” and means “to speak”.  Ninety (90) corresponds to the Hebrew letter Tsadik, which is a “fishhook” and means “to catch, pull toward or harvest”.  [See Strong’s Concordance #6679 and #6718 for descriptions of “catch”].  Together, over these thirty years, we will see, then speak, then lay hold of, catch, and draw in.
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The 70’s will be a decade of “The Seer” (seeing).  The 80’s will be a decade of “The Prophet” (speaking).  The 90’s will be a decade of “The Evangelist” (catching).  All together in these thirty years we will:  “Say what you see, then see what you say”.  We will first look to see in the spirit, then proclaim (say) what we see.  Once we do that, by faith, we will begin to see manifested what we have spoken.  Finally, we will lay hold of, take up (or catch) what has manifested.  
This process will repeat over and over throughout these thirty years with an emphasis each decade of a particular theme (seeing, speaking, or catching).  Additionally, just as the 5770’s correspond to the tribe of Issachar (as a decade) the 5780’s and 5790’s correspond to the tribe of Naphtali.  “Naphtali” means “to wrestle” or “wrestlings” (Strongs # 5319, 6617, 5321).  Therefore, those two decades will be times of contention, rivalry, and struggle as opposing forces grapple with each other.
Behold and Be Bold

This current decade will be a season for “servants” to see and enemy armies to be struck blind (II Kings 6:15-23) and changed by God’s power.  This will be “change you can believe in” as God shows both His servants and their enemies that “those who are with us are more than those who are with them”.  This is a day for all God’s people to open their eyes and see God’s army and its delivering power.  It is a day to see “behind the veil” and be encouraged to continue the battle.  It is a day to “Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you (and His army surrounds you) wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9).  Even in the midst of turmoil and much unsettling transition we are reminded, “Eye has not yet seen nor ear heard (until now) . . . the things which God has prepared (for this day) for those who love Him” (I Cor. 2:9).

Hear and Obey

This year and those to follow will be a time of Israel’s great declaration for all of us:  “Hear, O Israel:  The Lord our God, the Lord is one!” (Deut. 6:4).  The implication is to hear and to obey what God says; as He is the one and only true God.  To “hear” in Hebrew is “Sha’ma” (Strongs #8085): “to hear, understand, obey”.  In picture form it is 
Sheen (teeth)--- Mem (water, chaos)---Ayin (eye).  All together, it means “See the name”.  “Name” means “eats (destroys) chaos”.  Thus, “see the name” means “see (what) destroys chaos”. God delivers us from disorder and chaos/destruction.  Therefore, “Sha’ma” means to “Listen and obey the one God who delivers us from destruction”. 
We are in a season, increasingly, where it will be essential to explicitly hear and obey God.  We must (for survival) see, hear, and obey God and understand His nature 
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(“name”) more than ever before.  Otherwise, we may not survive these turbulent days (and those seasons to come).
Guard Your Eyes
As we enter this decade of seeing, we hear a caution from the Lord.  I John 2:15-17 warns us, “Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world (it’s pleasures; material things; worldly power), the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh; the lust of the eyes; and the pride of life—is not of the Father, but, is of the world. And the world is passing away (is going to end), and the lust of it; but he who does the will of the Father abides forever”.
Be very diligent to avoid “the lust of the eyes” in this season of seeing.  Do not let yourself be drawn by your eyes into materialism and lust for “things”.  This way leads to greed and worldliness; and in this present day are many traps set along that road.

Times of Turbulence and Turmoil

Turbulent:  Tumultuous; agitated; disorderly; agitated, in violent commotion.

Turmoil:  Disquiet, harassed with commotion; harassing labor; molestation by tumult.

Tumult:  [Strongs Greek #2351]; an uproar, a great noise; violent commotion with a confusion of sounds.

A “cacophony”:  a combination of discordant, disagreeable sounds, a “ruckus”.

Taken from a phrase in a letter by George Washington, a recently released book is titled Times That Try Men’s Souls.  Its premise is that these times and the time of the American Revolutionary War are very similar.  Thus, we must approach our present day and its issues with similar action.  Since the writing of our “Shepherd’s Rod and Staff” last year, the trials of our nation and world have not diminished.  In fact, they have intensified.  We wrote the following last year and it is even more true today:  “In the face of corrupt leadership wielding overwhelming power, apostate and double-minded authority, and vacillating hirelings, we must act with relentless resolve to see righteousness restored. . . . We must seek guidance for innovative strategy (to restore righteousness).  We need supernatural tactics that will outwit the enemy, leaving him frustrated, confused, and weakened.  We need uncompromising will, sudden surprise, and flexible creativity.  We must not withdraw from the battle at any cost until the enemy is completely and totally defeated.  Souls hang in the balance and the moral soul of our populace is at stake”.
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A great evil is loosed among us and is “trying” our very souls!  We must arise now to the battle with steely resolve and unswerving determination lest we lose our very destiny as a people and a nation.

How we do wish it was different now than this time last year. However, we have, by popular choice, loosed an evil power as determined as a ravenous wolf and whose spiritual intent is to devour righteousness and national morality in order to gain power.  We are engaged now in an all-out war for the soul of America!  The evil that has arisen is possibly the greatest our citizenry has ever faced.  It carries within it the potential for the destruction of free society as we have known it.  While the church at large became “at ease in Zion” (Amos 6:1) our nation chose a “Saulish” leader.

Now, both society and church are alarmed as the reality of what has been unleashed sinks in.  Oh, that we had been so alarmed previously!  We let ourselves be duped for the sake of “historical moments” and “tolerance” (more like compromise!). We let ourselves be reassured and lulled to sleep by Leviathan’s lullaby.  As the siren’s song soothed and pacified our sense of alarm, we “sowed the wind”.  Now the whirlwind is wreaking havoc among us!  Rick Joyner says we fell victim to a “moral disconnect” within society this year.

Now, as we begin a new year, horrific powers and principalities are rampaging among us:  Saul demands his due and Herod desires the life of our children.  Haman conspires to hang us and Cockatrice hungers for our health and life. Leviathan seeks to enslave us and the Queen of Heaven thirsts for our blood.  World-wide, a ravenous hate seeks to consume Israel, God’s people, and Christianity.  Throughout the earth we tread steadily toward/into diabolical global scheming to achieve a pre-Antichrist desensitization.

Nationally, treacherous schemes unfold in our midst.  Fashioned by profane power brokers and reprobate leadership in closeted board rooms their design is to gain national control that will nullify our founding covenant with God.  And absent our moral strength and godly influence, the global community regresses ever more toward a condition resembling the Pre-WWII acquiescence toward genocidal evil. 
Though not a very encouraging spiritual “State of the Union”, we must however embrace truth and reality in order to take godly, effective, and wise action.  As we said, “more are they with us than they with them” (II Kings 6:16).  We must be emboldened by that knowledge.  We must arise and engage now or we may come to a day where we will not be able to do so.  In these “soul-trying times” we must meet evil’s challenge and contend over our morality with a “Maccabean hammer”! 

We are thus reminded of German Pastor Martin Niemoller’s chilling admonition in World War II:  “First they came for the Communists and I didn’t object because I wasn’t a Communist.  Then they came for the Jews and I didn’t object because I wasn’t a Jew.  Then they came for the Catholics and I didn’t object because I wasn’t a Catholic.  Then 
-5-

they came for me and by that time there was no one left to object.”

Collision Course

A sobering word from the Lord for this year is that we, as a nation, are on a “collision  course” with God.  This is the message of a book by John McTernan, which details explicitly this grave reality.  There are several issues and related actions, as a nation that has set us on a collision course with God.  The foundational issue is that we are guilty, as a people, (as was Israel before us) of breaching or violating our founding covenant with God.  Read any reliable history (from a Christian perspective) and you will immediately see that our nation was founded upon a covenant with God.  This was so done for a purpose—which was primarily to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world.  Secondly, it was American’s calling to live before the world as a demonstration of Christian community and godly freedom.  

Our history as a nation (also like Israel’s before us) has been one of covenant-breaking followed by revival, followed by more covenant-breaking. Yet, never have we done so as much as we have in the last fifty years.  Our culture has grown increasingly secular and contemptuous of God’s guidance.  As a result, we have grown less inclined to fulfill our purpose to “offer Christ” as the answer to a world in the throes of consequential conflict.  The world suffers as a result, and we are set on a course that will, without doubt, bring us into conflict with a just and righteous God.  Further, with time spent in this direction, we approach an irreversible point, a point of no return in relation to dire consequence.  We must, at all cost, reverse course and return to our covenant with God.
Issues of Great Consequence

Compounding our nation’s “straits” are matters of national choice that bring any nation or people (who so choose) into conflict with God.  Due to our abandonment of godly covenant (and subsequent casting off “restraint”) we have, as a nation, made choices related to three vital issues that set us on a collision course with God.
· First, regarding the issue of abortion; God will judge any nation guilty of shedding “innocent blood” (Deut. 19:10; 21:8, 13).  Abortion is murder of the innocent and national sanction of this practice sets us on a collision course with God.
· Second, regarding the issue of homosexuality; God will judge nations guilty of this sexual perversion.  Leviticus 18:22 says that men “lying” with men is an abomination and will “defile their land.  For such action the land itself will “vomit out” those who practice such.  Any nation committing homosexuality (or condoning its practice) will be set on a collision course with God.
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· Third, regarding treatment of Israel; God will judge any nation who “comes against” His people Israel.  In Genesis 12:3, God says to Abraham and his descendants (Israel), “I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you;”  Further, Psalm 83 warns of God’s judgment against people and nations who “consult together”, form “confederacies against”, and conspire against Israel—who seek to “cut them off from being a nation”.  Nations who do such against Israel will themselves be judged.
            Nations in history who came against Israel (Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, 
            England, and Germany, to name some) suffered significant consequences.  We
            likewise, will experience the same (and we are guilty even now) and by con-
            tinuing this course we are on a collision course with God.
A Perfect Storm
Psalm 83 states that part of the consequences toward such nations will be “tempest and storm” (vs. 15).  As a nation we have been guilty of the above stated acts for decades and are increasingly favorable toward their practice.  As a result, we are headed toward a “perfect storm”.  Recall the movie of that name about an actual storm that occurred October 30-31, 1991.  This storm was a “once in a century” weather phenomena.  It has a direct correlation to President George H.W. Bush’s policy (stated at the 1991 Madrid Conference) to urge Israel to adopt a “land for peace” strategy.

This movie (shown several times recently) is a prophetic declaration regarding our current national condition.  We are indeed headed into a “perfect storm” of monumental magnitude and consequence.  As a result of unscriptural, secular choices over these three critical issues, our “ship of state” is taking us into cataclysmic and tempestuous seas that we may not ever recover from nationally.  The effects of a perfect storm of consequences may change forever our way of life and global standing as a nation.

We find ourselves dangerously close to the condition described in Jeremiah 18:11-17:  “Now therefore speak to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, I am fashioning a disaster and devising a plan against you.  Return now every one from his evil way, and make your ways and your doings good’.  And they said, ‘That is hopeless!  So we will walk according to our own plans, and we will every one obey the dictates of his evil heart’.  Therefore thus says the Lord:  ‘Ask now among the Gentiles, who has heard such things? The virgin of Israel has done a very horrible thing.  Will a man leave the snow water of Lebanon, which comes from the rock of the field?  Will the cold flowing waters be forsaken for strange waters?  Because My people have forgotten Me, they have burned incense to worthless idols.  And they have caused themselves to stumble in their ways, from the ancient paths, to walk in pathways and not on a highway.  To make their land desolate and a perpetual hissing; everyone who passes by it will be astonished and shake his head.”
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Clear and Present Danger
Recall another movie regarding corruption of leadership and evil abuse of power.  We too are finding ourselves in a “clear and present danger” to our national security and well-being.  All of this is, of course, resulting from the abandoning of our covenant with God and subsequent choices in critical societal practices.  We have fashioned a golden calf of state and are rising up to play.  Our nation, therefore; finds itself in grave danger.
In recent elections (’06 and ’08) we have opened our gates of government to a “Trojan Horse” (especially in ’08).  Now it has unleashed the contents of its belly into our streets and they are proving to be a bitter gall and destructive swarm.  

These are sobering pronouncements and difficult to swallow, we know.  Yet, we must consume and digest the harsh powder of this idolatrous calf (its distasteful reality) if we are to restore the fragments of our shattered covenant to wholeness again.  

Relentless Creature

To clarify and define our present condition nationally, the Lord gave us this recent word.

Our public choices and lack of vigilance have loosed a relentless, insidious, octopus of evil over the United States (and into the world).  Resembling similar creatures in other nations, its presence necessitates our immediate and determined resistance.  Decades in the formation, this evil is determined to transform our country from a nation dedicated upon and operating by a covenant with God into a secular, humanistic society.  Rife with beguiling and seducing tentacles, this octopod creature has enticed us away from our founding principles as a nation.  And this path leads to ever-lessening freedom and godlessness.  This evil is relentless; unyielding, persistent and never-slacking.  This evil is insidious; awaiting a chance to entrap; enticing and seductive but harmful; destructive (like drugs, addictions, etc.); having a gradual and cumulative effect; subtle; developing so gradually as to be well-established before becoming apparent.
It is the child of an ungodly alliance of principalities who are revealed by its very definition.  Within its nature lurk the entrapment of Leviathan (pride), the destruction of Behemoth (conquest), the subtlety and lethal gradualism of Python (divination), and the enticing seductiveness of Jezebel (control).

It’s eight tentacles reach out to grasp and direct transformation within eight vital areas of society:

1. Business/Economy

2. Health

3. Congress/Law/Politics

4. Media/Entertainment
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5. Religion

6. Education

7. Military/Defense/Security

8. Diplomacy/State

New Pharaoh

Not just a Saul, this multi-armed monster is a new Pharaoh arising.  Its diabolical nature is to enslave and force subservience while wooing with “smooth words” and crooning mind-numbing, hypnotic, “cradle songs”. Even worse, this creature is not only multi-armed; it is multi-headed.  It seeks to scatter (like some mythological Hydra) its evil teeth as “seeds” over our entire government and nation.  And, arising from each tooth is a clone that is as potentially destructive as its progenitor.  Together, this “android army”, cemented together in “cronyism” and loyalty to their worshipful master, sallies forth to “kill, steal, and destroy” the very fabric of our nation.  

Speaking specifically of our current national administration, one issue is the most foreboding.  Of all other issues, the treatment and intentions toward Israel carry the greatest potential for our national demise.  It is clear by word and deed that this administration has “aught against” our brother nation Israel (the only nation like us founded by direct covenant with God).  It is also clear they intend to act accordingly with bias and discriminatory practices toward God’s chosen people.

Until this administration, all other presidencies had (for the most part) Israel’s best interests at heart.  Though not always acting scripturally regarding division of the Holy Land, former administrations were pro-Israel.  This present administration is not.  Until now, to some measure, presidential respect for Israel has appeased God’s disposition toward our nation (in regard to blessing/cursing).  Currently, there is no “buffer” of restraint for consequences loosed through conspiring against Israel.  Should this continue, we will for certain find ourselves in a devastating storm of divine reaction against our “touching Israel”.  

Consider another passage from Jeremiah 18 regarding nations who persist in going their own way (which includes bias against Israel).  “Then I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was, making something at the wheel.  And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter; so he made it again into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to make.  Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying: ‘O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?’ says the Lord. ‘Look, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel!  The instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to destroy it, if that nation against whom I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I thought to bring upon it.  And the instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it, if it does evil in My sight so that it does 
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not obey My voice, then I will relent concerning the good with which I said I would benefit it.”
If God will so act against His chosen people, how much more so will He act against other nations?  We pray for this presidency and our nation to hear and to heed this ominous warning.  Edomic action against a brother nation may be the downfall of both.

A Year of Winds

Whirlwind:  We truly do find ourselves now in the place of Hosea 8:7.  The wind has already been sown and the whirlwind is now impacting our nation.  This will be a year of various winds upon our land.  There must be much spiritual activity by the church if we hope for the tempest to subside.  And, even so, it may take sequential years of intercession and repentance leading to revival if this hellish “hurricane” is to be calmed.
West wind:  Under God’s direction the west wind (spiritually) looses hope and deliverance.  However, demonically driven, this wind has been the precursor of the whirlwind.  It leads one to both sow the seeds that loose the whirlwind and deny that the whirlwind is upon them (even as it swirls them up and away).  The west wind is a deceptive and beguiling wind related to “Zephyros”.  

Demonically driven, this wind looses false security, delusion, and denial.  It abducts the psyche (mind).  It brings misplaced dependence on the natural and secular (Western mindset).  It causes people to reject “supernaturalism” and accept rationalism (believing that reality consists of what reasoning and natural senses can verify).  It would deny the reality of a spiritual whirlwind of consequence unleashed upon society.  To counter this wind’s effect, confess:  I Cor. 3:11; Heb. 6:19; II Cor. 11:1-4.

Vapors:  Other wind-related spiritual phenomena this year will be “vapors”. [Strong’s #108:  “An enveloping mist or fog”].  Vapors can be for good or evil.  Beware this year, the stupor and mind-numbing envelopment of the fog (vapor) of evil.  It is especially damaging to spiritual sight and often masks (enshrouds) the enemy’s devices and movements. Instead, embrace the mist of the Lord’s presence and operate out of the cloud of His presence.  Emulate the example of God’s heroes of faith and follow after the cloud of their witness.

Effects and Results

Just as natural wind has an effect upon trees and water and physical objects, so to does spiritual wind.  There will be much corresponding effect as a result of these swirling, demonic forces.  Here are some:

-10-

· Dichotomy
This will be a year of dichotomy (“division of ideas by two parts; to cut into two parts”).  There will be many who will say one thing and do another.  It will be a year of polar opposites.  Governmental choices and decisions will have a polarizing effect that is greater than we have seen thus far.

            As for the Body of Christ, we must “choose this day whom you will serve”—and    
            do so passionately; with all of your being.  “The double-minded person is unstable 

            in all his ways” (James 1:8).  “Let your yea be yea and your nay be nay” 

            (Mt. 5:37; James 5:12)  We must have integrity in what we utter.  Failure to 

            follow through after we’ve given our word makes a mockery of God’s holiness

            to our observers.

            “Let your eye be single (clear, healthy; a “good eye” [Luke 11:34].
· Temperamental
National and world events and the sharp divisions that will result, will cause many to be temperamental (“marked by excessive sensitivity and impulsive mood changes; unpredictable in behavior or performance”).

As for the Body of Christ, we are to cultivate the Fruit of the Spirit, especially temperance (even-tempered, forbearance, self-control, and self-restraint).

· Flights of Fancy
“Flights of Fancy” will be rampant in our nation.  True to the definition, there will be “lofty elevation and excursion—flights of ambition; a mounting or soaring in the imagination; indulging the imagination to the degree that a disordered mind results—even to the point of moderate delirium”.

As for the Body of Christ, we must be sober-minded.

· “Be well balanced (temperate, sober of mind), be vigilant and cautious at all times; for that enemy of yours, the devil, roams around like a lion roaring in fierce hunger, seeking someone to seize upon and devour” (I Peter 5:8, Amp. Bible).
· “For you are all sons of light and sons of the day; we do not belong either to the night or darkness.  Accordingly then, let us not sleep, as the rest do, but let us keep wide awake (alert, watchful, cautious, and on our guard) and let us be sober (calm, collected, and circumspect)” ( I Thess. 5:5-6).
· “So brace up your minds; be sober (circumspect, morally alert); set your hope wholly and unchangeably on the grace (divine favor) that is coming to you when Jesus Christ the Messiah is revealed.  Live as children of obedience to God; do not conform yourselves to the evil desires that 
-11-
 governed you in your former ignorance when you did not know the    requirements of the Gospel” ( I Pet. 1:13-14).
How Then . . . 

So, in light of these testing, trying, transitional days, what should we do?  Seeing the days that approach, how should we so live?  This is what we feel is God’s plan of action for the coming year and decade.

Awake from slumber:  Our present national leadership held out a juicy apple containing a potent and bewitching spell.  Yet not everyone tasted of it fully.  Many are not dead (including the church) but have only fallen asleep.  We must, as a “sleeping beauty”, embrace the kiss of our “Prince of Peace” (Sar shalom), awaken and destroy the roots of chaos now unleashed over our nation, as well as the world.

And many are beginning to do just this.  Alarmed citizens and an awakening Church are rising up.  Intercessors are assembling to their posts and prayers are flooding the bowls of heaven.  We must keep it up.  We must deluge heaven with a torrential out-pouring of prayer.  Now is the time—past time—to wake up the mighty, awaken the people, blow the trumpet, consecrate a fast, call a sacred assembly and gather together.  Now, we must sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders and together as a nation of priests, “weep between porch and altar”.

Weep—Pray—Plead :  In this historically crucial hour we must weep and pray and wail and plead in prayer.  We sense the Lord saying bowls of mercy, repentance, restoration and recovery can be tipped in this season.  Therefore, we must cry forth to God saying, “Spare your people, O Lord, and do not give your heritage to reproach, that the nations should rule over them”.  Push hard spiritual “birthers” and travail forth God’s mercy.  The enemy is within the walls and our struggle is life or death.  One or the other will prevail.

While there is yet time, lay hold of the horns of the altar.  Do not release your g rip until we feel the splash of heaven’s bowls over ourselves, our families, our churches, our cities and states, our government and nation.  Let revival come and the enemy be turned back.  Consider the words of Isaiah in a similar day, “Awake, awake!  Put on your strength, O Zion; put on your beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city! . . . shake yourself from the dust, arise; sit [erect in a dignified place], O Jerusalem; loose yourself from the bonds of your neck, O captive Daughter of Zion” (Is. 52:1-2).
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Contending Warriors:  In dire and deadly days such as this, God always calls forth His warriors—counterparts of equal deadly resolve.  In momentous but dangerous and fearful seasons, the Joshuas, Calebs, Gideons, Judahs,  Davids, and Deborahs respond to the call.  Such will be the case in this season of gale-force storms of evil.   Always rallying forward to the apex of battle they come.  And so too, may we all step forth against this destructive day.  Assemble with them now and receive from them as you stand beside them:  Joshua’s boldness; Caleb’s vigor and resolve; Gideon’s valor and strong sword; Judah’s creativity and force; David’s fearlessness and godly cause; and  Deborah’s determination and drive.  
Run forward with them now into the teeth of the conflict and watch giants topple, demonic armies rout, evil empires fail, Saulish forces self-destruct, Satanic strongholds crumble, and citadels of Anak offer up the keys to the city!  Come now, as David said, “Is there not a cause?”

Anchor of Hope:  We must likewise set our trust, faith, and hope on heaven’s foundation—the Chief Cornerstone, Jesus Christ.  Hebrews 6:17-19 says we have an “anchor of hope”, Jesus, who has entered “behind the veil” on our behalf to provide security and stability through faith in Him.

An anchor holds a ship at rest in sea or harbor.  It can be depended upon for safety, even amidst pitching and rolling seas.  Chained to that anchor, those in the ship need not fear.  Amidst the crashing seas of these disturbing days let this hymn be your confession, “My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.  When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; in every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil.  On Christ the solid rock I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand”.

Further, in this tempestuous earthly climate we offer this declaration:

My Lord and my God, I call out to you today.  From the midst of storm-filled skies, wind-swept waves, and crashing seas, I make this declaration before you.  You are my strength and my refuge this vey hour.  You do hear me and will save me Lord.  You answer with the saving strength of Your sure right hand from Your holy heaven.  You send me help from Your sanctuary and strength out of Zion.  The heathen and the demonic seas are raging about—tossing souls till they melt and cry out from their wits end.

“Some trust in chariots and some in horses”—some in human leadership and fleshly, man-made devices.  But I will remember the name of the Lord my 
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God.  They may bow down and fall; but I will arise and stand upright!  For my King answers when I call.  I declare before both man and demon; before earthly government and seats of power, that MY LORD SAVES AND MY GOD REIGNS!  For He has promised by His word, and by His covenant in Jesus, to bring me out and to bless me.  In Him alone do I trust; and toward His saving presence, in faith do I cast my anchor of hope!
For my faith has substance—the substance of things hoped for and my hope can see—through the veil of God’s temple into His presence where my anchor of hope is fastened.  It is there my hope holds secure in the person of Jesus Christ.  For I know that in that place, in God’s person, true authority buds, blooms, and bears fruit.  From that place manna is provided daily for my needs to be met.  And there God’s word is held in testament to provide illumination to my life, continual direction to my days, and constant light over my pathway.

Therefore, though I may walk through the very valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no, I say NO evil!  For you are with me!
Scripture for the Battle:  We feel the Lord quickening these Psalms to us for the coming year:
Psalm 42 ~ Yearning for God in the Midst of Distresses
Psalm 62 ~ A Calm Resolve to Wait for the Salvation of God

Psalm 124 ~ The Lord the Defense of His People

Psalm 125 ~ The Lord the Strength of His People
