Shepherd’s Rod and Staff:  2009/5769
~ Safe Harbor Ministries
Psalm 23:4 – “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for you are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”

Rod:  (Strong’s Hebrew # 7626) Shebet, meaning correction and guidance.

Staff:  (Strong’s Hebrew # 4938) Mishenah, meaning support, protection, sustenance.

May this prophetic word for the coming year comfort you and guide you; bring correction where needed; support, protect, and sustain you spiritually.

In ancient Hebrew, letters were written as pictures and each one carried a corresponding numerical value.  Therefore, in the present day, using this system  we gain prophetic insight from numbers and letters.  For an in-depth study I recommend the book Hebrew Word Pictures, by Dr. Frank Seekins.  In the study of ancient Hebrew words, letters, and pictures for prophetic insight, we extend a caution.  Any system used must be based on Biblical and Biblical era Hebrew.  Systems based on writings such as the Kaballa, will lead to error spiritually.  Most of these use a form of pictures based on the shape of modern Hebrew letters and thus portray an inaccurate prophetic message.  An example is the book, The Inner Meaning of the Hebrew Letters, by Robert Haralick.
This is the year of 2009 in the Gregorian calendar and 5769 in the Hebrew calendar.  The number nine in ancient Hebrew was pictured as TET:  a snake or coil or twist.  The number sixty in ancient Hebrew was pictured as SAMECH:  a prop.  Their interaction depicts a year ahead filled with twists, encirclements, and surroundings.  Pressure will intensify to either submit to God’s surrounding, protecting presence, or, be at the mercy of demonic, serpentine coiling and encirclement.  Compliance with God’s “enfolding” will result in safety and security.  Submission to the entrapment of Satanic circlings will lead to suffocation and devastation.  Be wary this year of the serpent’s deception, coils of allure, and lips that counsel “froward” things.  Proverbs 16:30, “He winks his eye to devise perverse (froward) things; he purses his lips and brings about evil.”  The word “froward” in the Hebrew (Strong’s #8419 ~Tahpukah) means “a perversity or fraud”. 
 Nine, as a Biblical, scriptural number, is the number of finality and judgment.  To say, “I did not know”, will be less and less acceptable as an excuse.  “Ignorance is the most expensive commodity in America”.  Corporate culpability is being ascertained and charges brought to bear.  Against this tumultuous backdrop there will be much occasion for choice.  This will truly become a season to “choose this day whom you will serve” (Joshua 24:15).  Lessening allowance will be extended to vacillate and to “falter between two opinions” (I Kings 18:21).  The mandate is being proclaimed, “If the Lord is God, follow Him: but if Baal (is God), follow him”.  The immense pressure of societal, cultural, and spiritual contending mandates choices and resulting consequence.
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The year 2009/5769 will be:

· A year of Edomic disloyalty and fratricide.  This will bring forth the judgment of Obadiah.  The Edomite people were fathered by Esau, brother of Jacob.  Their bitterly rivalry led Edom to assist the Babylonians to desecrate and devastate their Israelite cousins.  Obadiah says they, “Rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day of their destruction.”  In Obadiah 10, God’s judgment thus proclaimed over Edom, “For violence against your brother, Jacob, shame shall cover you, and you shall be cut off forever”.   
            Beware this year the trap of disloyalty.  Avoid mightily the occasion to par-
            ticipate in fratricide.  Resist this year, and those to come, any opportunity to 

            rejoice over the fall of a brother with whom you disagree.  Intrigue and betrayal

            will become commonplace among secular and worldly associations, and leagues 

            of carnal Christians.   Turn from these, even at risk of personal loss.  They hold

            no profit for you spiritually.

· A year of Saulish jealousy and pride.  This is a direct result of the loosing of a spirit of Leviathan (Job 41) due to the exertion of public will and corporate choice.  A national choice has been made due to pride and thirst for power.  Yet, ultimately, Leviathan will not serve them.  He will sit idly as bitter consequences are reaped.  They will experience him as “Rahab-hem-shebeth” (pride sits/reposes in authority idly by ~ see Isaiah 30:7).  Pride has its own agenda and is loyal only to itself.  In the end it will discard those who have submitted to it.  Those trusting “in chariots and horses” will be trampled under them.  

We received the following word the day after the presidential election.  It speaks of two ships.  One is a submarine and the other is an old-fashioned whaling ship.

“For humanistic systems of men—fashioned within political, social, financial, governmental and spiritual arenas—have launched vessels into the ever-deepening waters within a sea of humanity.  Diving deeper and deeper, driven by pride and self-will, without the presence of God about them, ‘Ichabod’ is the name of their craft (I Samuel 4:21).  Without God, the immense pressure of the depths will overcome them and shatter their frail and fragile bulkheads.

Yet, from the masthead of another ship, the cry of ‘thar she blows!’ announces a ‘Saulish’ Leviathan (Job 41) breaking forth over society.  Summoned forth and set in power through the expressed majority will of the people, his effect will be felt for years.  The impact of his weight will bring forth a great cry of remorse; but consequences will not be diverted.  As I Samuel 8:16 says, ‘And he will take your male servants, your female servants, your finest young men and your donkeys and put them to his work.  He will take a tenth of your sheep and you will be his servants.  And you will cry out in that day because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves, and the Lord will not hear you in that day.’
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In keeping with this word, Isaiah 30:1-26 is a passage of scriptural guidance for the year ahead (and possibly beyond).  Additionally, a study of Saul’s conflict with David will provide you with guidance and insight for contending with a Saulish spirit.
· A year of Herodian paranoia, cruelty, ruthlessness, and murder.  The “Idumaean” lineage will be loosed to seek power and dominance at any price.  Idumaea is the Greek name for Edom.  Herod’s father, Antipater, was of Idumaean (or Edomite) lineage.  Therefore, Herod’s lineage harkened back to the treacherous Edomites and the jealousy and murderous soulishness of Esau.  “Antipater” literally means “anti” (against) “pater (Father), or “against Father”—this speaks of seditious, cunning character.  Such was Herod and his family.  A ruthless, tyrannical nature led Herod to an increasingly murderous rule. A spirit such as this would betray and dispatch father, brother, family or friend for the gain of power and rule.  This year will witness the rise and expansion of this cruel spirit manifested through human instruments.
“Esau” means “hairy” and bespeaks of carnality, brutishness, baseness, self-pride, and fleshly appetites and emotions.  That is the foundational lineage of Edom.  Esau married the daughter of Ishmael, the displaced son of Abraham.  This union brought together into one people (Edomites) a two-fold nature of resentment and jealousy.
· The interaction of spirits of Edom, Saul, and Herod will begin to foment a diabolical mix of jealousy, resentment, cruelty, and pride.  Forcefully resist the exchange of momentary pleasure at the price of inheritance, position at the expense of relationship/friendship, and power at the price of honor and integrity.

· A day of increasing influence by Ahab-Jezebel partnerships.  These will be in operation at the highest levels of municipal, state, and national expression of  secular and spiritual governmental power.  

As society seeks to maintain control in the midst of the continuous twisting and writhing/coiling of a multiple of critical “life issues”, the drive for control will consume them.  In desperation, driven by fear and panic, they will seek stability that truly can only be found in Jesus Christ.  This need for stability will open the door for domination by Ahab-Jezebel leadership partners.  Such partners in power are a thieves alliance, existing for the purpose of exploitation and selfish gain.  They are a treacherous treaty of wolves*.  They become aligned for a common and greater mutual goal of personal advancement.  They align for the accumulation of wealth, power, and control at the expense of the vulnerable, needy, and less powerful. 
*Wolves:  “Z’ev”: (Str. #2061) “Father of a weapon” (Zayin-Alef-Bet)
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Such partnerships are self-serving and exist only so long as they remain mutually beneficial.  Some last for years and some are short-lived.  Nevertheless, watch for an increased proliferation of such lethal teams as society seems to spin more and more out of control.  We will relinquish freedoms and morality for the sake of stability at any price—even within the church.
· A continuing season of an increase in “fatherlessness” with its resulting anger, resentment, and childishness.  I Corinthians 4:15 says, “For though you might have ten thousand instructors, yet you do not have many fathers”.  We live in an age of “not many fathers”.  Given the turbulent times and family stresses in this day, the years to come, sadly, will see an increase in fatherlessness.  Fatherlessness is not simply the absentee father.  It is a father who is absent in spirit and apathetic toward the family when he is present.  The father is not concerned for his family.  It is a tragedy and a damaging force on today’s society.  It is a contributor to the breakdown of family.  Fatherlessness is caused by, and reproduces generationally, men who are immature.  God encouraged childlikeness, but condemns childishness.  A childish man is an immature and thereby irresponsible man.  This then lends itself to the increase of Ahab – Jezebel alliances because when a man acts like a child, it forces his wife to act like his mother.  Mothers do two things for their children and their childish men:  correct them and make decisions for them.  
We are seeing a veritable epidemic of childish leadership (rooted in fatherlessness) at all levels of society, with a concurrent increase of the Ahab – Jezebel duo.  This will continue to have an increasingly adverse effect on our nation.  This is due to the fact that childish leaders demonstrate the qualities of a child, which include:  The center of their own universe (narcissistic); insensitive to others; demand their own way; temper tantrums; irresponsible behavior; unreasonable; subject only to concrete authority (cause/effect or consequence based).

· A year of the tribe of Dan.  The month of “Tevet” is connected prophetically to the number 69 and Tevet is the month of Dan.  Since this is the Hebrew year of 5769, the entire year will be impressed with the qualities of Dan.  This name in Hebrew (Strong’s #1777/1835) means:  To judge; plead the cause; minister justice; strive at law.  The year 2009/5769 will therefore be a year for the administration of true justice.  It will be a year (beginning a season) for God’s examination, evaluation, and judging of decisions, choices, and actions.  This is a “now” time and season in regard to the process of justice.  As a result, this year will begin to see the release of the ministration of “truth or consequence”.  II Timothy 4:3-4 says, “. . . but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.”
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We are living in the beginning of a season where denial of truth is bringing consequences.  The Lord is saying “truth will be sought or consequence will result”.  Sowing will bring consequential reaping.  There is now an “unfolding” commencing of God’s ministration of justice over the works, deeds, efforts, and choices of men.  It is the dawning of a “calling to account”—a day of the fruit of the labors realized, be they wise or unwise, false or true.  Therefore, childishness, though it may continue to operate, will not be excused.  It will bring consequence from its behavior.  
· Concurrently, with a year of justice released, this will be a year of the “reins” exposed.  A Hebrew word for “reins” is “tuwchah”(Strong’s #2910/2902).  It means “covered over; overlaid; kidneys; innermost parts”.  This is the word referred to in Jeremiah 17:10, “I, the Lord, search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his doings”.  The “fruit of his doings” commences with exposure of the “innermost parts” or intents, predispositions, and desires of a person (pictured as the kidneys).  These are referred to scripturally as the reins.  
We will see, this year, intentions of the heart exposed publicly—“innermost parts” revealed.  This does not mean that ungodly leadership will lose power or evil actions will cease.  It means that increasingly, as part of the ministration of justice, they will be exposed for what they are—to those who seek the truth.

· The beginning of a heightened season of forceful contendings (possibly violent)—light vs. dark—sacred vs. profane—spiritual vs. material.  We are steadily moving toward end-time days filled with the contendings of opposing forces.  This will methodically, over time, set the stage for a global struggle and the arising of one leader into favor, prominence, and power—assented to and endorsed globally.  These days are fast approaching the “birth pangs” spoken of in Matthew 24:8 (which could possibly be only a few decades away).

As a result of similar conditions (historically) and resulting similar parallel issues and contentions, this will be a year of “Chanukkah”—a year of the contending of true and false, perverse and pure, for control of the land.  Historical Chanukkah 

            was a time of resistance against malevolent tyranny and perverse belief systems.

            It was an occasion of victory by an outnumbered band of godly believers who, by 

            God’s sovereign assistance, were able to prevail.  This year marks the beginning 

            of a like season of struggle.

            However, be encouraged, for though darkness may be ominous and enveloping, 

            this present Chanukkah day will produce similar miraculous victories, and the 

            multiplication of oil to bring forth light.  Voices will yet sing, “Be gone 

           p.6

           darkness—flee before light!” 
           Pray the following  “Chanukkah” confession in the year ahead:  
           Baruch ata Adonai, eloheinu, melech ha’olam—Blessed are you, O Lord, our God,   
           King of the universe, who:

· Came to serve as our great Shammash (servant)
· Gives us light

· Blesses us

· Gives us victory over evil

· Has sustained us
· Has kept us in life

· Has allowed us to reach this moment

· Performs miracles

· Reminds us that, “Nes Gadol hayah poh” ~ A great miracle happened here!

· A year to redig the wells of Rehoboth and Shebah.  Genesis 26:18, 22, 32-33 says, “And Isaac dug again the wells of water which they had dug in the days of Abraham, his father; for the Philistines had stopped them up after the death of Abraham.  He called them by the names which his father had called them. . . . He moved from there and dug another well . . . so he called its name Rehoboth, because he said, ‘for now the Lord has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land’ . . . (then) Isaac’s servants came . . . and said to him, ‘we have found water!’  So he called it Shebah (well of the oath).  Therefore the name of the city is Beersheba to this day.”

This is the year and now is the day to call for God to “make room for us” and make us “fruitful in the land”.  The wells of our fathers have been stopped up by Philistine-like forces.  Now must begin the task of rebuilding and re-digging to water that brings fruitfulness.  Rehobboth “spaciousness” must be regained and the Shebah  “promise/oath” of God must be released to flow once more.

· A year of the calling forth of Davidic creativity and resourcefulness.  Saulish oppression must be countered with Davidic anointing.  While God’s anointed must not be “touched”, he may be resisted wisely in godly fashion.  It is a time to band together to seek God’s refuge, provision, preservation, and growth in Davidic fashion.  It is time to be formed into mighty men and women who will not just survive but prosper under adversity.  As the setting for spiritual resistance shifts from the palace to the field, this year is a day for the rising up of the Davidic worship warrior.  The call coming forth now is to “rally to En-Gedi”.  Seek solace and strength there with David (I Samuel 23:29).  Praise “the beauty of holiness” there with Jehoshaphat and see your enemies—the Ammonites, Moabites, and Edomites attack themselves (II Chronicles 20:2, 20-24).  Stand 
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there in restoration as a “fisherman” and fulfill Ezekiel’s vision for the land (Ezekiel 47:10).

· A “Chanukkah” year when we must arise to contend for godliness with Maccabean determination, resolve, and strategy.  In the face of corrupt leadership wielding overwhelming power, apostate and double-minded authority, and vacillating hirelings, we must act with relentless resolve to see righteousness restored.  For a godly cause we must be as determined as Judah Maccabee (“the Hammer”).  We must hammer strategically, by the spirit, at the spiritual foundations of evil strongholds until they relinquish their grasp and withdraw.  We must now, quickly, let God guide us to our own victorious Modiin, Beth-Horon, and Emmaus battlefields in order to reestablish righteousness.  To overcome, we must seek God’s guidance for new and innovative strategy.  We need supernatural tactics that will outwit the enemy and leave him frustrated, confused, and weakened.  We need the uncompromising will of Modiin; the sudden surprise of Beth-Horon; and the flexibility and creativity of Emmaus (as demonstrated by the Maccabees).  This will be a year of “underdogs” overcoming (David—Judah Maccabee—James J. Braddock {“Cinderella Man”}—Wilberforce).
And most importantly, we must not withdraw from or relinquish the battle at any cost.  Souls hang in the balance spiritually and the soul of a population is at stake.  We must take to heart Paul’s admonition in Hebrews 10:35-39, “Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward.  For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise:  ‘For yet a little while, and He who is coming will come and not tarry.  Now the just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back, my soul has no pleasure in him.’  But we are not of those who draw back to destruction, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul”. 
· Though the dark seem impenetrable, this will yet be a year of light.  As such we must make it a year of vigilant watching, maintaining Mizpah fires, and tending to lamps.  Spiritual illumination must be released at every occasion and opportunity, and by every means possible.  Many are groping in the dark for the light of truth and goodness—of purity and transparency—of honesty and hospice.  In a jaded, calloused, and insensitive secular culture, we must reveal the route to a better way.  Stand up and let your light shine as “children of light” and not dark.  As Paul encouraged in Philippians 2:15-16, “That you may become blameless and harmless children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life . . .”
· These Hebrew words will have key prophetic significance throughout the year 2009/5769.  With each we include the Hebrew word picture definition.  Each word includes the Hebrew letter, tet, which is why each word is significant to 2009/5769.
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         Sa-tan: Strong’s #7854 ~ “Adversary”
         Picture:  Sheen ~ Tet ~ Noon

         “The snake that devours (suffocates/constricts) life”

         La-vat: Strong’s #3832 ~ “Affliction”
         Picture:  Lamed ~ Bet ~ Tet
         “When the heart is surrounded”

         Ta-me:  Strong’s #2930 ~ “Unclean, Defiled”
         Picture:  Tet ~ Mem ~ Alef
         “Surrounded by chaos strongly”

         Ta-ah:  Strong’s # 2937 ~ “Astray”
         Picture:  Tet ~ Ayin ~ Hey
         “The twisting of the eye”

         “Surrounding the eye” (preventing you from staying on course)

         Tuw-chah:  Strong’s #2910/2902 ~ “Reins, Kidneys”
         Picture:  Tet ~ Chet ~ Hey
         “Behold what is surrounded (covered) as by a fence”

         “Behold/see what the fence surrounds (covers)”

         Be-ten:  Strong’s #990 ~ “Womb, Belly”

         Picture:  Bet ~ Tet ~ Noon

         “The house that surrounds life”

         Ta-har:  Strong’s #2891 ~ “Pure”

          Picture:  Tet ~ Hey ~ Reysh
          “Surrounds the mountain”

          Hey (behold) reysh (the head) = “mountain”

          Note:  If a thing is “pure” it is set apart; standing distinctly undefiled.

          Ba-tach: Strong’s #982 ~ “Trust”

          Picture:  Bet ~ Tet ~ Chet

          “Inside the surrounding fence”

          Note:  To “trust” something is to reside within its surrounding protection.

          La-bash:  Strong’s #3847 ~ Wrap around; clothe

          Picture:  Lamed ~ Bet ~ Shin

          “Control the body’s consuming (consumption).”

          Note:  Labash is usually translated as “came upon” (see Judges 6:34; II Chron. 

          12:18; II Chron. 24:20).
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In Conclusion
The year at hand is a year to trust in the Lord.  Lay hold of “Ba-tach” (trust) and do not let go.  Rest “inside the surrounding fence” of the Lord.  Stay vigilant—stay “sober”.  Keep your lamp lit.  God reigns supreme.  Rest in Him.  In a Davidic year and season, be guided by Psalm 20:7-9,*

“Some trust in chariots and some in horses; but we will remember


the name of the Lord our God.  They have bowed down and are 


fallen; but we have risen and stand upright.  Save Lord!  May


the King answer us when we call.”
*This is a year of Psalm 20 and Psalm 23.
Let this song uplift you throughout this year.  It was shared at our last two Gideon’s Assemblies by our ministry partner and associate, Rev. James Wesley Smith.

Moving with the Lamb

Moving with the Lamb, I’m surrounded.

Moving with the Lamb, I’m surrounded.

Strolling with the Lamb, with the King of Kings.

Stepping with the Lamb, stepping over my sin.

For I’m dressed in the holy robe of God.

I’m surrounded by the host of heaven’s court and the King of Kings,

And I drink from the holy cup of God.

I’m surrounded.

I’m moving with the Lamb,

Strolling with the Lamb,

Stepping with the Lamb,

Moving with the Lamb,

Steping with the Lamb.
These are our goals for 2009-5769.  We encourage you to incorporate all or part of them into your own wherever applicable.  For us, we ask your agreement in prayer for their achievement.
· Publish glad tidings:  Romans 10:15 –Media promotion 
·   Mizpah Meetings:  I Samuel 7:5-12 –Restore Altars
  Light  a fire ~ Set the watch ~ Keep  it burning
  *Every second Sunday monthly
·   Re-dig wells of “Rehoboth” (Room) and “Shebah” (Promise):
  Genesis 26:18, 22, 32-33—“Beersheba Days”

  *Claim God’s promise to make room for us in the land.

  *Prepare room to be fruitful on the land  
·   Conduct Classes:  John 7:16-17; II Tim. 2:15

 “La-mad” ( Str. 3925):  Learn, “To control the powerful door”.

  Eight classes in 2009—four counseling, four ministry
·   Lay Hold on Healing:  Matthew 9:20-22; Mark 5:25-34

  “Soar over sickness on healing wings”:  Malachi 4:2

  “Lay hold”; (Str.2902); Hebrews 4:14, 6:13-20, 10:23

·    Break the Back of Debt:  Psalm 72:4; Nahum 1:13

·    Launch Forth:  Luke 8:22 ~ In the face of adversity, fear and        
         darkness—“Lift off”

·    Continue to Assemble: Heb. 10:24-25 ~ Gideon’s Assemblies ~      
         Church services 

          Increased attendance and expanded impact

          Church every first and fourth Sunday
   *Three Gideon’s assemblies in 2009 (two one-day assemblies and
     one conference)

·    Encourage One Another and others to “hold fast” to promise and 
         hope in dark places until “the Morning Star rises “in our hearts ~                         

         II Peter 1:19; Rev. 2:26-29. 

II. Monthly Themes
 Month

Theme


        Psalm 20


Psalm 23
Jan.-Tevet-Dan

“See the Star” (Mt. 2:9-11)           vs. 1a:  “Answer you”
vs. 1

Feb.-Shevat-Naphtali
“Turnings” (James 1:17)
           vs. 1b:  “Defend you”
vs. 2a: “Pastures”
Mar.-Adar-Issachar
“Vigilant Watchings”
           vs. 2a: “Send help”

vs. 2b: “Still
                                            (I Peter 5:8)





            waters”

Apr.-Nissan-Judah
“Turn Captivity” (Ps. 126:1-2;      vs. 2b:  “Strengthen you”
vs. 3a: “Restores”




 Zeph. 2:7; Eph. 4:8)



Leviathan & Behemoth 
May-Iyar-Zebulon
“Room for us” (Gen. 26:18-33)        vs. 3a:  “Offerings”
vs. 3b: “Leads”

June-Sivan-Asher

“Maintain Lamps” (Ex.27:20-21)     vs. 3b: “Sacrifice”
vs. 4

July-Tammuz-Reuben
“Breaking” (Matt. 21:44)
               vs. 4a:  “Heart’s Desire”
vs. 5a: “Table”

Aug.-Av-Simeon

“Shining Seraphim” (Is. 6:2; 30:6)   vs. 4b:  “Purpose”
vs. 5b:  “Anoint”




Python/Cockatrice 
Sept.-Elul-Manasseh
“Illumination~Light” (Phil 2:15-17)   vs. 9: “Save”

vs. 6b: “Dwell”




Jezebel & Leviathan     

Sept.-Tishrei-Ephraim
“Fruitfulness”  (Gen. 26:18-33)         vs. 5: “Petitions”
vs. 6a: Goodness











            Mercy

