There is a Time
Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7 says, “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven. . . a time to keep silent and a time to speak”.  There is much dialogue within the Body of Christ in light of our national “condition” regarding involvement in politics and government.  Many are asking, “Shouldn’t our focus be mostly (or totally) on prayers of petition and intercession on behalf of our nation?”  The answer, we feel, is yes, but not exclusively yes.
The truth is that each Christian and each Christian minister, as citizens of earthly nations as well as citizens of heaven, have an obligation, from a foundation of prayer and meditation, to be involved in “politics”.  This has been our heritage.  It has been handed down to us from the political involvement of ones like Huss and Wycliff, Zinzendorf and Luther, the Wesleys and William Booth.  These have established a record of activism in government verbalized by the premise, “The surest way for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing.”  We would even go so far as to say that Jesus was a political activist when He said of Herod,  a king and political leader, “Go tell that fox . . “(Luke 13:32).
Our heritage of social activism, as Christians, has ended slavery, reformed child and adult labor laws/benefits, achieved women suffrage/voting rights, established civil rights practices based upon racial equality, and stood against human rights violations throughout the earth.  Most of these activities had at their forefront, Christians led by their spiritual leaders.  In our own civil rights movement of the 50’s and 60’s, Martin Luther King, Ralph David Abernathy, and Joseph Lowery were ordained ministers who championed the non-violent methodology of Ghandi (another spiritual civil rights activist, though not a Christian).  
A popular hymn in this turbulent national season is one from another era of national unrest and war:  “The Battle Hymn of the Republic”.  How many today, who invoke it in support of restraining from political activism by Christians, are aware it was written by Julia Ward Howe (a fervent Abolitionist) to spark and inspire Christian political activism against slavery?  The “watch fires of a hundred circling camps” she speaks of were the camp fires of the Army of the Potomac who were engaged in war against slavery even as she penned her poem.
We would say that while these are truly times to lay hold of the “horns of the altar” in intercession for mercy, these are likewise times to speak up, act, and put feet to our faith against the evil and unrighteousness we see rampant today.  These are days to stand up, speak up, and be involved lest we find ourselves in the place of anti-Nazi German pastor Martin Niemoller, who wrote in 1945:


“First they came for the Communists, and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t 


 a Communist.  Then they came for the Jews, and I didn’t speak up because


 I wasn’t a Jew.  Then they came for the Catholics, and I didn’t speak up


 because I was a Protestant.  Then they came for me.  Now there is no one


left to speak up.”

This is a day to war in the heavenlies.  This is a day to send singers out before the army.  This is a day that God is marching and speaking.  Yet, this is most certainly a day that we should march with Him and let our voice be heard on behalf of justice and righteousness.  Hebrews 10:38-39 says, “Now the just shall life by faith; but if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.  But we are not of those who draw back to destruction, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul.”
